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Synopsis

This is the first Portuguese grammar designed specifically for adults with limited learning time, who
have as their objective simple, everyday communication. The author covers the most important
points of Portuguese grammar in the clearest possible way, concentrating upon the expressions that
you would be most likely to use. All grammatical rules are illustrated with phrases and sentences
that you can incorporate directly into your working vocabulary, and hints are generously sprinkled
throughout, showing you how to replace difficult constructions with simpler ones.Constantly drawing
comparisons with English construction, it presents in logical order all the major aspects of
Portuguese grammar: word order, forming questions, nouns and articles, adjectives and adverbs,
possessives, demonstrative adjectives and pronouns, how to form negatives, personal pronouns,
conjunctions and prepositions, how to conjugate verbs in the major tenses, prepositions and
infinitives, and so on.This grammar does not assume prior knowledge of either Portuguese grammar
or of grammatical terms: one section is devoted to the definition of all grammatical terms used in the
book.This is not a simplified study, but rather a selected grammar for adult use that points out many
time-saving short cuts. It can be used alone either as a beginner or as a refresher course in
Portuguese grammar or it can be an ideal supplement to a phrase book or record course for home
study or class use. Contains four appendices covering regular conjugations, orthographic-changing

verbs, and irregular verbs. Glossary of grammatical terms. Index.
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Customer Reviews

Published by price-conscious folks at Dover Publications, "Essential Portuguese Grammar" is a
great, compact book to learn and/or brush up on your Portuguese grammar. Considered by many
linguists as one of the most difficult languages to learn due to its’ many nasal verbs and differences
among Brazilian and Lusitanian norms, Portuguese will require many hours of countless study
before anyone can speak, read, and write like a native.Author Alexander da R. Prista does a great
job compiling the essential of the language in this 114-page book. Although the small font size might
be something that might make it difficult for anyone with a visual impairment to read, however the
book is well researched and organized. If you're preparing for a trip to Brazil, Portugal, or anywhere
in Portuguese-speaking Africa, this book makes a great buy and investment for anyone interested in

travel or business in these areas.

| just received this book the other day, and it is a gem. | have gone through many Portuguese and
Spanish grammar books in my time and discarded most as cumbersome and unusable. This is by
far the most concise, clear book of this type | have ever seen. Between the Portuguese audio
course | am working through and this book, | am there! It is the Strunk and White of Portuguese and

a whole lot more.

As | learned more about Portuguese, especially its grammar, | picked this book up again and
realized its true utility: a very concise, compact, well-organized reference.This is a complementary
book to your language studies. If you are a gifted student of languages this book might be enough,
but for the rest of us, this book is a sweet study tool and reference, especially if you're taking

Portuguese in college.

This is the best portuguese grammar book | have come across out of my vast collection of
portuguese study materials. The author simplifies the distinction between the use of various tenses,
demonstratives, articles and other aspects of grammar usage through narratives and examples.
This book has been absolutely essential to my learning. My fiance’s family have commented that |
articulate better than their relatives in Portugal. With the help of this book, | am able to write letters
overseas. My fiances’ family overseas are very impressed especially since | am not portuguese. |
highly recommend this book. The overall format, content and strucuture is better than any language

textbook | have come across.



This is a must have. It has rules on conjugations, highlights differences between continental and
Brazilian Portuguese, and explains the background behind grammar. It's also concise and not all

that voluminous, therefore, | bring this book when | travel.

While "Essential Portuguese Grammar" gives learners of the language a solid review of grammar
and serves as a handy "reference guide," for self-learners who are trying to grasp the language on
their own, it is not well suited to beginners and is not meant to be an all-encompassing way to learn
the language.It's a great book for highly motivated self-learners or as a supplement to more

substantive texts/audio books.

This book is fantastic -- it's small, concise, clear, and complete. | referred to it constantly when | was

studying Portuguese, and often found it much more useful than my textbook. An amazing value.

| quite like this grammar. It is very clear on the basics of Portuguese grammar. You get the feeling
that it was written by someone who knows the language in depth and can extract what is essential
but still give full information. The reference system makes different points easy to get to, when you
use the book as a reference tool. You can also use it as a course book, though there are no
exercises for practice. Perhaps it would be asking for too much in a book of this size. The
information on verbs is also clear and fine but in my case | needed more. | have found a superb
book on Portuguese verbs, another five star book. It is called 'Portuguese Verbs Explained An
Essential Guide’ and the author is Manuela Cook. If you want more than the Prista book has to say
on verbs, | strongly recommend this one. Like Prista, this is an author who knows her Portuguese

(and her English too)!
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